
NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

COUNTY OF WAKE 25CV034830-910

DEFENDANTS' MOTION TO DISMISS
AND MOTION TO STAY

NORTH CAROLINA STATE
UNIVERSITY,

Plaintiff,

MONSANTO COMPANY and
PHARMACIA LLC,

Defendants.

Pursuant to Rules 12(b)(1) and 12(b)(6) of the North Carolina Rules ofCivil Procedure,

Defendants Monsanto Company and Pharmacia LLC respectfully move to dismiss the amended

complaint and, alternatively, to stay this action.

For the reasons described in the accompanying brief, the amended complaint fails to state

a claim on which relief can be granted and, therefore, should be dismissed with prejudice.

Alternatively, as set forth in the accompanying brief, Defendants move the Court for a

stay of this action pending the exercise of primary jurisdiction by the Environmental Protection

Agency.
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Respectfully submitted the 15th day of January, 2026.

SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP

Paul E. Boehm*
D.C. Bar No. 493245
pboehm@sidley.com
1501 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005
Telephone: 202-736-8937
* pro hac vice motion pending

Counselfor Defendants
Monsanto Company and Pharmacia LLC

GIBSON, DUNN & CRUTCHER LLP

Lauren R. Goldman*
N.Y. Bar No. 2952422
lgoldman@gibsondunn.com
Justine Goeke*
N.Y. Bar No. 5198536
jgoeke@gibsondunn.com
200 Park Ave
New York, NY 10166
Telephone: 212.351.5372
* pro hac vice motion forthcoming

Russell B. Balikian*
D.C. Bar No. 1018417
rbalikian@gibsondunn.com
1700 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036
Telephone: 202.955.8535
* pro hac vice motion forthcoming

Counselfor Defendants
Monsanto Company and Pharmacia LLC

POYNER SPRUILL LLP

/s/ Andrew H. Erteschik
Andrew H. Erteschik
N.C. State Bar No. 35269
aerteschik@poynerspruill.com
301 Fayetteville Street, Suite 1900
Raleigh, NC 27601
Telephone: 919-783-2895

Local Counselfor Defendants
Monsanto Company and Pharmacia LLC



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that the foregoing document was electronically filed with the
Wake County Clerk of Superior Court via Odyssey file and serve, as well as by email in
accordance with Rule 5(b)(1) on the following:

Richard J. Keshian
Stephen R. Berlin
Todd S. Roessler
KILPATRICK TOWNSEND & STOCKTON LLP
rkeshian@ktslaw.com
sberlin@ktslaw.com
troessler@ktslaw.com

Counselfor Plaintiff
North Carolina State University

This the 15th day of January, 2026.

/s/ Andrew H. Erteschik
Andrew H. Erteschik


